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return a second time,—seeing that, as a result of his
profession of Christianity, he would have to leave
certain diabolical fraternities, of which he was the
chief, and also the functions and duties of the ministry
of Satan, in his character of old and principal
Captain, to whom it belongs to regulate and maintain
the customs of the country.

I could produce some other like examples of the
wonders it has pleased God to perform in like cases,—
which, if they are not miracles, are not far from
them. But this is not our object. Let that alone
be said, in order to show that apparently [120] it is
not to a lack of miracles that we should attribute the
delay in the general conversion of these tribes; and
that there is some other thing upon which this bless-
ing depends, which must be awaited with patience
from the hand of God.

Moreover, it seems that God has also wished to
make us see that it is not only in times past that he
has chosen the poor and not the rich, persons of little
importance in the eyes of the world, and not those who
are eminent and of high rank, to be the foundation
stones of his Church, but in the present time also.
All the more prominent persons of the villages where
we have labored to make Christians either have turned
a deaf ear, or, after having embraced Christianity,
have of themselves abandoned it, or have behaved in
such a manner —resuming their wicked customs, and
showing a desire to continue in them —that we have
been obliged to advise them not to be present any
more at the meetings of the Christians. We are
determined sooner to see the whole undertaking
reduced to naught than to suffer such an intermix-
ture, and spots and wrinkles so enormous upon these



